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Tent Troupe began over forty years ago with one small tent, a bare plywood stage, an audience sitting 
on the ground, and a whole lot of enthusiasm. Though the number of tents has grown, the stage has been 
replaced, and the audience now has chairs to sit on, the enthusiasm of the audience and the participants 
remains the same. Tent Troupe is and has been truly unique for the past thirty-five years. Begun in the 1970’s 
as a special summer program for high school youth at Saint Luke Lutheran Church, Tent Troupe is one of a 
kind. It's the only traveling summer tent theater in America. In fact, there's nothing else like it on the North 
American continent. Its predecessor was the Chautauqua shows which offered special summer cultural events 
to communities. However, it's been more than 50 years since the Chautauqua tents folded. 

Each day, Tent Troupers and staff experience life as a family: loving, caring, sharing, and giving, as an 
expression of their faith in Jesus Christ. Each day they not only perform shows for the community , the sick, 
the needy and the homebound, but also erect and strike almost two tons of canvas, pack and unpack trucks full 
of props, costumes and technical equipment, prepare their own meals, and share in a family meeting. In Tent 
Troupe's decades of existence, more than 460 young people have participated in the unique experience that is 
Tent Troupe. Tent Troupe offers two shows: a matinee for children and a family friendly evening presentation. 
No admission is charged for any performance.  

Why do Saint Luke young people get so involved in this project when they could be earning money or 
relaxing during the summer? Because they believe God has given them a personal and unique opportunity to 
share their gifts and talents in this way. Each Tent Troupe performance is intended to make our audience think 
about some of the basic questions encountered in life. Tent Troupe is a continuing ministry of service to God 
and to communities around the country. Would you like Tent Troupe to visit your town next summer? For 

The Story Behind Tent Troupe  

Tent Troupe  

Tent Troupe 
c/o Saint Luke Lutheran Church 

9100 Colesville Road 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

www.tenttroupe.org 
Phone: (301) 588-4363 

Email: rtshawe@saintlukelutheranchurch.org  

Becky Unkenholz (Artistic Director) – Becky is thrilled to have to the chance to work with this 
group of caring, thoughtful, and extremely talented young people.  She directed Tent Troupe 2017 
and thanks the Tent Troupe Committee for inviting her back this year. Becky is usually found on the 
other side of the footlights, and enjoys perfuming with several local community theater 
groups  Favorite past roles include Miss Hannigan in Annie, Mrs. Higgins in My Fair Lady, Ouiser in 
Steel Magnolias, Vera Charles in Mame, and many more.  When not acting or directing, Becky 
spends her time volunteering at the SPCA of Anne Arundel County (remember adopt, don’t shop!), 
spending time with her family (including husband Willard, three grown children, and three dogs), and 
cheering on the Washington Nationals. Ars longa, vita brevis 
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Ani Constantian - Ani is a retuning for her 
2nd season under the tent.  She loves tent 
troupe and being with her friends.  In the 
fall she will be  entering 11th grade with an 
interest in majoring in chemistry at college.  
Some of Ani’s hobbies and interests are 
climbing with friends, singing in the church 
choir, and playing handbells.  A fun fact 
about Ani is that she makes friendship 
bracelets in her free time. 

Emi Carlsberger  - Emi is a returning to Tent 
Troupe for her 2nd year.  She has enjoyed the 
opportunity to grow closer to her youth group 
friends and the opportunity to reach out to differ-
ent communities through the magic of theater.  
Emi will be entering her junior year n the fall of 
2019 with the goal of attending college after her 
senior year.  She hopes to get an opportunity to 
be an exchange student in her gap year.  Emi en-
joys swimming, playing the flute and handbells.  
She also has a passion for singing and being a 
Girl Scout.   A fun fact about Emi, she will be 
turning 18 on Friday the 13th. 

Jackson Baker - Jackson came to Tent Troup by his 
sister who had an amazingly positive experience so 
he figured he would give it a try.  This is Jackson’s 
first year.  This fall will bring Jackson’s senior year 
in high school.  After graduation he plans to attend a 
four year university and major in a STEM area.  
Jackson sings in the church choir . Jackson is a 
member of the Boy Scouts and plays Ultimate Fris-
bee for his school.  Don’t laugh, it’s a real sport. A 
fun fact about Jackson is he can juggle and put both 
legs behind his head as the same time, but don’t 
look for him in the circus. 
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Tent Troupe Stars  

Emilie Vigliotta 
Picture 

Caden Jacobs -I started tent troupe 2 years ago when 
it was first reintroduced, and have been a part of it 
ever since..  In fall 2019 I will be a senior, getting 
ready to graduate high school.  After high school, I 
plan to go to college to major in film, and or some-
thing science related (haven’t fully decided). But 
more importantly I will go wherever the winds take 
me.  Hobbies of mine include swimming, running, 
video editing, lacrosse, music, and gaming.  Fun fact 
about me:  We had a ham radio club at my elementary 
school and one day we got to talk to a real astronaut 

Caden Jacobs 
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Thea Woehr 
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Thea Woehr - This is Thea’s first year as a 
member of Tent Troupe.  She came to Tent 
Troupe  because her sister was a Trouper.  
Thea will be in 9th grade in the fall as a mem-
ber of the class of 2023. Thea enjoys drawing, 
coloring, theater and playing the ukulele.  
Some people think Thea is shy and quiet, but, 
when she is on stage performing, it’s  a whole 
new perspective. 

Emilie Vigliotta - Emilie will be a junior this 
fall with the hopes of working in animal conser-
vation or in the Peace Corps after graduation.  
After that she would like to pursue law, medi-
cine or political journalism.  She came to Tent 
Troupe to have fun with her friends over the 
summer.  Some of Emilie’s hobbies and inter-
ests are playing soccer and lacrosse and running 
track.  She loves to paint and plans to learn how 
to play the guitar.  A fun fact about Emilie is she 
plays bells and is addicted to TikTok. 



 

 

After the matinee, all the characters will greet the  
audience in front of the theater. We'd like to per-
sonally thank each patron for coming to see our 
show. If you brought a camera, Tent Troupers 
will gladly pose for pictures with your child. 

TENT TROUPE 2019 PRESENTS...  

Meet the Cast 
 
Stuart Little, a mouse – Thea Woehr 
Mr. Little, Stuart’s father – Jackson Baker 
Mrs. Little, Stuart’s mother – Emilie 
 Vigliotta 
George, Stuart’s brother – Caden Jacobs 
Doctor – Ani Constantian 
Snowbell, the Little’s cat – Emi Carlsberger 
Bureau Chief – Ani Constantian 
Dog 1 – Caden Jacobs 
Dog 2 – Emilie Vigliotta 
Leroy, a bully – Caden Jacobs 
Dr. Carey, a dentist – Emilie Vigliotta 
People at Central Park – Emi Carlsberer, 
 Ani Constantian 
Margalo, a bird – Ani Constantian 
Malty, a cat – Jackson Baker 
Babette, a cat – Ani Constantian 
Tige, a cat – Caden Jacobs 
Angie, a cat – Jackson Baker 
Pigeon – Caden Jacobs 
Mr. Clydesdale, a dental patient – Emi 
Carlsberger 
School Superintendent – Caden Jacobs 
School Children – The cast 
Telephone Repairman – Emi Carlsberger 

 

For our afternoon/matinee show this year we pre-

sent Stuart Little.  Parents, grandparents, and 

hopefully some school-aged children will remem-
ber this classic book and the tale of the plucky little 

mouse, born into a human family, who doesn’t let 

his size (or his species) stop him from doing any-

thing. From winning a sailboat race, to driving a 
car, to teaching a class, the message of Stuart Little 

is that with determination, hope, love, and hard 

work, anyone can achieve what they desire.  A 

compelling message that still rings true today. 

Stuart Little 
 

By, Joseph Robinette 
 

Produced by special arrangement with  
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of 

Woodstock, Illinois 

No Smoking in the Tent Please  



 

 

        TENT TROUPE 2019 PRESENTS  

 

 Meet the Cast 

 
Narrator 1 – Emi Carlsberger 
Narrator 2 – Jackson Baker 
Actor – Caden Jacobs 
Girl – Ani Constantian 
Dirt Merchant -- Emilie Vigliotta 
Rumpelstiltskin – Caden Jacobs 
Enchantress – Emi Carlsberger 
The Devil – Jackson Baker 
Prince 1 – Jackson Baker 
Rapunzel -- Rapunzel 
Hansel – Jackson Baker 
Gretel – Thea Woehr 
Witch – Emilie Vigliotta 
Dwarf 1 – Ani Constantian 
Dwarf 2 – Jackson Baker 
Snow White – Thea Woehr 
Witch 2 – Emilie Vigliotta 
Prince 2 – Emi Carlsberger 
The Devil 2 – Thea Woehr 
The Devilôs Grandmother – Emilie Vigliotta 
Doctor – Ani Constantian 

Our evening offering, The Brothers 

Grimm Spectaculathon takes a light-

hearted look at some classic, and not so 
classic fairy tales.  Set at a very fast pace, 

this challenging piece allows the kids’ act-

ing chops to be shown off in a funny, com-

pelling way.  The play is, simply put, pure 
escapism.  We hope you can escape from 

your troubles for an hour or so and just 

enjoy. 

Tent Troupe Facts 
 

¶ Most performances in a single season: 55 shows in 1978. 

¶ Most rain in a single season: Except for one 24 hour 
period, it rained for 28 days in 1989. 

¶ Largest evening performance: More than 2000 people 
attended our performance of To Kill A Mockingbird in 
Chautauqua in 1979. 

¶ Most miles traveled in a single season: 3025 miles in 
1990. 

¶ 1995 - A second-generation trouper joins us on the road. 
 

The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon 
 

By, Don Zolidis 
 

Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, 
Inc 

(www.playscripts.com) 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Tent Troupe  

Tent Troupe has a long and storied 
history.  Throughout its more than 40 
years of existence it has touched the 
lives of many, those on the stage, and 
those in the audience.  It is truly an 
honor for me to have small part in 
helping the magic of Tent Troupe to 
continue.  As with all ministries of 
Saint Luke Lutheran church, we pre-
sent our shows to you in dedication to 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Again, welcome to Tent Troupe 
2019!  We are so glad you have cho-
sen to spend an afternoon or evening 
with us.   
 
--Becky Unkenholz, Director 

Tent Troupe would like to thanké 
 

§ Connie Miller, St. Luke Sr. Pastor 
§ Roney Shawe for her vision and continued devotion to Tent Troupe 
§ Richard Benning offering accommodations while at Neelsville Prebyterian 
§ Pastor Jeff Ricketts, Jamie Swope (Director of Youth and Family Ministsry, Tricia 
Bradford and the elders of Neelsville Presbyterian Church for hosting us at Neelsville 

§ Pastor Kathy Kuehl for coordinating performances at St. James Lutheran Church 
§ Susan Phillips for coordinating our performances at Brooke Grove Nursing and Reha-
bilitation 

§ Shawn Harrison for coordinating our performances at Villiages at Rockville 
§ Melita Bell for coordinating our performances at Camp Greentop 
§ Gary Pritchett, Director of Hallowood Retreat Center 
§ St. Matthews Theatre Troupe, in Bowie, MD for the costumes and props 
§ Tent Trope Committee—Sharon Nuss, Liz Garifo, Carol Jacobson, Monika Roberts, 
Denyse Baker 

§ Saint  Luke Lutheran Church  
§ Saint Luke Congregation Council 
§ Tent Troupe is partially supported by the Mission Endowment Fund 



 

 

Tent Troupe  
c/o Saint Luke Lutheran Church  

9100 Colesville Road  
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910  

www.tenttroupe.org  
Phone: (301) 588 -4363  

rtshawe@saintlukelutheranchurch.org  

2019 Tent Troupe Staff 

 

   Becky Unkenholtz - Director 
 

Deacon Kyle Warfield 
Carol Howell 
Rick Ahlberg 
Bill Leader 
Ron Eisenbarth 
Willard Unkenholtz 
Jonathan Hernandez 

Tent Troupe Itinerary  for the June 

Date Time Site Address Show 

6/23 2:00 pm Neelsville Presbyterian Church 20701 Frederick Rd. 
Germantown, MD 

Stuart Little 

  6:30 pm Neelsville Presbyterian Church 20701 Frederick Rd. German-
town, MD 

The Brother’s Grimm Spectaculathon 

6/24 2:30 pm Brooke Grove Rehab and Nursing Cen-
ter 
Terrace Level Conference Room 

18131 Slade School Rd. 
Sandy Spring, MD 

Stuart Little 

6/25 2:00 pm Hallowood Retreat Center 7300 Banner Rd. Dickerson, 
MD 

Stuart Little 

  7:30 pm Hallowood Retreat Center 7300 Banner Rd. Dickerson, 
MD 

The Brother’s Grimm Spectaculathon 

6/26 2:00 pm University Landing Apts. 
Community Room 

1017 Merrimac Dr. 
Silver Spring, MD 

Stuart Little 

6/27 2:00 pm Camp Greentop 15001 Park Central Rd. Sabil-
lasville, MD 

Stuart Little 

6/28 2:00 pm St. James Lutheran Church 
Picnic Area 

10240 Brogueville Rd. Fen-
ton, PA 

Stuart Little 

  7:30 pm St. James Lutheran Church 
Picnic Area 

10240 Brogueville Rd. Fen-
ton, PA 

The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon 

6/29 2:00 pm Villages @Rockville 
Chapel 

9701 Veirs Dr 
Rockville, MD 

Stuart Little 

6/30 12:00 pm St. Luke Lutheran Church 
  

9100 Colesville Rd. 
Silver Spring 

Stuart Little 


